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from the Director

SPECIAL Greetings! As you will see from this newsletter, The Program jn
P e RE sy, Comparative Literature is completing another full and exciting
S — year, with a myriad of sponsored events and major accompligh-

ments by our students and faculty alike. We continue to grow
and thrive, with a record number of undergraduate majors angl
stellar new graduate students, new faculty members joining qur
Program from across the College (as well as from Columbia
University: see below!), and an eMacreasing set of new

course offerings for undergraduate and graduate students ali

LAY

As you learn about our news here, we would be delighted to
hear yours as well. Please write us about your news and acc
plishments over the past few years, so that we may pass the
on to colleagues and friends in the LHOEI Comparative Lit-
erature community!

g

Best wishes,
Eric Downing, Director
Program in Comparative Literature

edowning@email.unc.edu
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New Faculty Welcome

This year we are thrilled to welcome a new faculty e ——

member to our program, Dr. Shayne Legassie, who
joining us from Col umbi
search interests incluaeedieval and early modern
European literature; travel narrative; gender and sex
ity studies; and, recently, Godzilla. He is currently a
work on a book based on his dissertation, "Differentl
Centered Worlds: The Traveler's Body in Late Medie
European Narrative, o0 as
procedure in prenodern murder investigations. Rece
and forthcoming articles include such topics as the
works of Geoffrey Chaucer, Pero Tafur, Giovanni B
caccio, and Margery Kempe. Dr. Legassie will be tee
ing courses on Chaucer, Boccaccio, and the Arabiar
Nights, erotic literature in the Middle Ages, and the hui-
ror film.

——

L e gas s i e & s 2 0 0 9

C o u

r s e s

CMPL 452 The Erotic Middle Ages MWEF 2-2:50

European writers of the twelfth century are credited with "rediscovering" eros as a major topic of literary
concern. In this course, we will briefly consider medieval European writers' debt to the erotic literature o
the classical world and then trace the development of several themes across a variety of medieval genr

Kempe, Catherine of Siena, Fernando de Rojas.

ENGL 148 Horror! (Film, Literature, Theory) MWF 11-11:50

embraces horror's excesses and decadence, arguing that much can be learned from them. In addition t
paring written and cinematic treatments of such delightful horror commonplaces as zombies, vampires,
slashers, and creepy children, we will also read works of theory and criticism, including writings by Sig-
mund Freud, Slavoj Zizek, Susan Sontag, Hannah Arendt, Michael Chion, Franco Moretti, Laura Mulvey
Carol Clover, and Jeffrey Jerome Cohen. The course does not trace a comprehensive history of the hor

genre, but rather aims to provide students with an introduction to the methodological challenges and ple
ures of comparative media studies.

s
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from the twelfth through the fifteenth centuries. These themes include courtship, marriage, adultery, hon
eroticism, domestic violence, mystical visions, and prostitution. Among the authors we will read are Ovic
Virgil, Chrétien de Troyes, Abelard and Heloise, Marie de France, Juan Ruiz, Dante, Boccaccio, Margery
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In both literature and film, horror is still considered by many to be an excessive, decadent genre. This cqurse
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New Faculty Welcome (Continued)

We would also like to welcome and introduce you to the new faculty members from across the College of
Sciences who have recently joined our Program, greatly strengthening our affiliations with those other dep
and programs on which Comparative Literature has traditionally depended. These new faculty members ir
Juan Carlos Gonzales Espitia (Spanish), Rebecka Rutledge Fisher (English and Comparative Literature), 5
Flaxman (English and Comparative Literature), Sharon James (Classics), Janice Koelb (English and Comp3
Literature), Federico Luisetti (Italian), Anne MacNeil (Music), Hassan Melehy (French), Monica Rector
(Portuguese), Eliza Richards (English and Comparative Literature), and Jessica Wolfe (English and Comp
Literature).
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These faculty members join our longstanding colleagues Inger Brodey (English and Comparative Literatur
Burns (Women Studies), Dino Cervigni (Italian), Marsha Collins (English and Comparative Literature), Eric
Downing (German and Comparative Literature, Clayton Koelb (German and Comparative Literature), Dian
nard (English and Comparative Literature), Madeline Levine (Slavic), John McGowan (English and Compa
Literature), James Peacock (Anthropology), William Race (Classics), and Alicia Rivero (Spanish).
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For additional information on all our faculty members, please visit our website!

C.L.O.U.D. News

This semester, CLOUD will fin- will be followed by food and

ish up this year's film series withdiscussion. Also in the works are
two more films about death a book swap and browrag

Akira Kurosawa'skiru on lunch meetings for paper work-
March 26th, and Nanni Moretti's shopping. Details about these
La Stanza del Figlion April events will be released as the
16th. As always, the screenings semester continues.

Furst Forum News

The Comparative Literature program's lecture series, the

Lilian R. Furst Forum, featured a long and varied program Jennifer Flaherty, "Ophelia's Afterlife: Reaching Adoles-
of speakers from across the disciplines.cBaired this cent Girls through Shakespeare's Doomed Heroine"
year by Jasmine McKewen and Catherine Clark, the seriePr. Jessica Wolfe, "Hobbes' Homer and the Idols of the
drew together faculty and CMPL graduate students in dis- Agora"

cussions that kept us all asking questions and enjoying
tasty treats well into the evening. Camille Passalacqua, "Making Witnesses by 'Making Ge

erations' in Gayl Jones's 'Corregidora™

>

This year's program included:
Anna Panszczyk, "Disassembled Dolls: How the Parts R
member and Rename the Whole"

©

Dustin Mengelkoch, "The Disintegration of Natural Law:
Statius, Buchanan and Grotius"
Dr . Di ane AProus

Fourth

Leonard,
Sahar Amer, "Medieval Arab Lesbians" Di mensi ono

Dr. Federico Luisetti, "The Image of Time: Rossellini's Paul Worley, "If we don't tell them who will? The Story-

ts and
rtments
ude
regory
rative

rative

, Jane

Leo-
htive

Delays, Deleuze's Crystals"
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teller and Indigenous Agency in Yukatek Maya Literat/upe"
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GSC News

The Graduate Student Com- Passalacqua, and Anna out the 2008009 academic
mittee (GSC) has enjoyed a Panszczyk. The GSCis in- year for the GSC Go
successful year with both debted to the following fac- Presidents has been the join-
ongoing and new programs. ulty members for their par- ing of forces between the
In the Fall of 2008, we wel- ticipation: Professors Eric  GSC and AGES (Association
comed four new graduate  Downing, Emilio del Valle  of Graduate English Stu-
students to the program undeEscalante, Diane Leonard, dents). It has been evident
the direction of the mentoringInger Brodey, and Gregory since the merger of the Pro-
coordinator, Emily Bunner.  Flaxman. gram in Comparative Litera-
Sarah Cantrell, in her second ture and the Department of
year as the coordinator for  In late February 2009, the  English that the graduate stu-
the Writing Group, has con- GSC hosted their Guest dent community needed a
tinued to provide supportandSpeak er Ser i e single botlyitotrépresent thel
feedback for graduate stu- Di scussi on o n intBrests.|By jeiring forges, 0
dents as they prepare confer-The event offered a variety ofthe new committee, to be
ence papers, prospecti and perspectives concerning aca-known as CoLEAGS
dissertations. Social events demic publishing and the (Comparative Literature and
organized by Sarah Parker opportunity for graduate stu- English Association of
have been a habitual fixture dents to ask questions and Graduate Students), will
throughout the Fall and receive advice about the combine programs in order to
Spring semesters. topic. With the emphasis on streamline the activities and
discussion, the audience wasevents organized by graduate
In addition to the regular able to have a dynamic and students in the department.
programs organized by the interactive conversation Thanks to the exceptional
GSC, the committee pre- about an important issue for efforts and cooperation of
sented two events in order to professional development. AsErin Branch and Michael
support the professionaliza- the guest speakers, the GSC Cadwallader, the eo
tion of graduate students. Thdelt very fortunate to wel- presidents of AGES, the
first, taking place in October come Dr. Edward Donald needs of graduate students in
2008, was the Comparative Kennedy (former chair of the Comparative Literature will
Literature Symposium. The Curriculum in Comparative be well represented in the
Symposium provided a forumLiterature and editor dbtud- future.
for graduate students in Comies in Philology, Dr. Jirgen
parative Literature to present Buchenau (director of Latin The GSC would like to thank
their research to faculty and American Studies at UNC  all members of the Compara-
peers. The audience had the Charlotte, and ceditor of tive Literature graduate com-
opportunity to offer critical the SECOLAS Annaland munity for their involvement
feedback on presentation editor of the Viewpoints/ and we look forward to a new
style and content with faculty Puntos de Vista series), Sian year as integral members of a
being particularly helpful in  Hunter (senior editor of liter- bigger, stronger student or-
their commentary and sug- ary studies at UNC Press), ganization.
gestions. Students presentingand Regina Mahalek (director
included Paul Worley, Re-  of publicity at UNC Press). ["
becca Garonzik, Samantha The GSC is extremely grate- L
Michele Riley, Jasmine ful for their time and we
McKewen, Catherine Clark, thank them for their valuable
Pablo Maurette, Paul Staple- insight.
ton, Will Kaiser, Sarah
Parker, Jake Burnett, CamilleA continuing project through-
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From GSC
Ca
Presidents,
Euan
Griffiths

and Melissa
Birkhofer

200809 GSC:

CaPresidents:
Melissa Birkhofer
& Euan Giriffiths

GPSF Senator:
Will Taylor

Mentoring Coordi-
nator:
Emily Bunner

Social Chair:
Sarah Parker

Writing Group
Coordinator:
Sarah Cantrell
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Undergraduate News

Undergraduate Research Grant Recipients Tom McElwee

In the summer of '07, Tom received a Phillips Ambassador grant
Tabitha Disher to pursue an individual research project in Vietnam, Hong Kong,
and Mainland China. Tom was able to connect with Belk De-
In the spring of 2008, Tabitha was awarded a grant from the partment stores, out of Charlotte, NC, so that he could view
James Henley Thompson and Evelyn Barnett Thompson Unélesthand their production in these three areas and learn about th
graduate Research Fund through the Undergraduate Honorsdynamics of the textile industry, outsourcing, and the global
Office in the amount of $100. During this time Tabithare- economy in general.
searched, Yvrote, and edited her senior hanrs thesis, "Drum:piﬂge program was entitled W TW
Up Memories: PostVar Trauma and Identity in Borchert, We?20) , and its scholarship fi

Dazai, Qrass, and Kyrosgwa," for whlch she recel\_/ed ngheﬂps Ambassadorship provided an additional $2500. After the
Honors in Comparative Literature. Tabitha used this grant to four weeks of individual research, Tom and two other students

purchase additional secondary source materials to supplemerwet with their professor in Hong Kong for a weekg capstone
her research, including rare textbooks and a film based on og%r%f

) _ inar during which they presented their findings. They also
her primary texts (GrasSie- Blechtrommgl These materials participated in classes to further discuss globalization and Hong

compl emented Tabithabds pr eVK.or?g"ér%leihgrﬁo?eagIBb%IEed@/d?I& brought an
tional depth of insight to her work by allowing her to learn more

about the individual authors, the historical period, and cultural
reactions to the four works she chose to investigate in her th%ﬁn Meyer

[)

John received the James Henley and Evelyn Thomas Under-
graduate Research award for $58&cause his research had an
This past summer, John pursued an individual research projéaternational aspect, John was able to receive a matching dona-
through the UNC Study Abr o atién from tbegCerdenfor Slobialdnitiativefhe thousead delfars |
Are We?0 (W TWAW), whi ch prawadedte him ldy theWnhivaisgy afowed Jobnttastravel hotHsn-
carry out individual studies in the context of globalization. Jotiuras and spend six weeks living with two doctors and their
received additional funding for his project from the Phillips  family in a town called Santa Barbargach day he went to the
Ambassadors Program, which offers scholarship money to sfacal hospital and observed doefmtient interactionsAt times
dents for Study Abroad experiences in Asia. John was even allowed work with doctors and also spent time
With these funds, totaling $4,000, John was able to carry out‘f:‘a];trﬁ3 rhis work atthe hpspital at a daycare for _undgrprivileged

. . L . children. These experiences had less to do with his research,
interactive, experiential study of contemporary Buddhist values

and practices in Thailand. He used the grant money to travel‘]t%hn says, but they certainly influenced the way he views pov-

. L . . . erty and physicians' role as advocates of the ppas.h n 6 s t h
every corner of Thailand, living in monasteries, speaking with ] )
. o dresses the different personas doctors assume to manage thg

monks, foreign mediation teachers, faculty members of one O

the country's Buddhist universities, and lay practitioners in digynamlc with patients, and he felt it necessa'ry to travel'to Hon-
. duras to understand the effects of a vastly different setting on
ferent modern religious sects.

these interactionsBefore leaving he had observed a number of
After a weeklong WITWAW seminar in Hong Kong, which  physicians in his hometown of Asheville, NThis allowed
focused on global cultures and international interconnectivityjonhn to compare his experiences from abroad with the more
John put together a film to document the complex tensions afighiliar doctorpatient interactions we are all accustomed to in
paradoxescultural, spiritual, and political that have arisen  the office setting of the United Stateb.o hn 6s pr oj e clt
from the application of ancient belief systems in a modern, |iterature's portrayal of the doctpatient dynamic, but the ex-
global country. periences he was able to have due to the University's funding

enhanced his understanding of the literature.

John McElwee
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Undergraduate News (Continued)

Fall 2008 Inductees:

Mary Elizabeth Borgo

William Littleton Dworsky
Thomas Brenton McElwee, Jr.

John Wilcox Meyer

CONGRATULATION® THENEWESMEMBERSOF PHI BETAKAPPA!!!

Phi Beta Kappa is the oldest honesty and tolerance, a broad
and the most distinguished of range of intellectual interests,
all collegiate honorary socie- and a lifelong commitment to
ties. For more than two hun- the pursuit of learning.

dred years, election to mem- The Fall 2008 inductees have

bership has been a recognitiorcompleted at least 75 semester
of ﬁ?ad%m'c ﬁxcellence f hours of graded academic
achieved in the course o course work at UNEGCH with

completing an education in ional arad .
the liberal arts and sciences at2" €XCceptional grade point

the undergraduate level. The average of at least 3.850.
objectives of humane learning

encouraged by Phi Beta

Kappa include intellectual

Pictured here at the @8 Majors Expo: Mary Borgo, Professor Inger Brodey, and Bill Dworsky
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